
 

 

 
   
         21st March 2021 
Operations Delivery 
Natural England 
County Hall 
Spetchley Road 
Worcester 
WR5 2NP 
ATTN: James Moult, Support Adviser - Consultations Team 
 
Dear Sir 
 
RE: 71940 / Your ref: 345171 - Land at Velator Bridge Braunton Devon - Removal of Condition 8i 
(Flood Defence) attached to planning permission 57649 (Variation of condition 2 (Approved plans), 
13 (garaging & vehicle parking) attached to planning permission 54108 to provide 12 affordable & 
11 open market dwellings (amended plans)) 
 
We refer to your response to Mr Pedlar North Devon Planning Team dated 15th March 2021. 
 
It is disappointing that you have not assessed this application’s impact on the ecology of the area 
and the potential ramifications on wildlife who use the water corridors. 
In addition to this application for variation of condition there is another application 72778 for 
variation of design of the buildings which would see windows moving closer to the water corridors. 
 
This development was originally given permission in December 2008 Application 40693. 
There were in total 21 conditions attached to this permission, of which Conditions 3 and 4 states: 
 

 



 

 

 
 
These conditions were referred to in a subsequent letter sent by Natural England dated 8th June 
2012 in response to App 54108 (another variation), when the Council were reminded of conditions 
attached to permission 40693 specifically relating to the mitigation plans for protected species 
(otter and bats). 
 
Since permission was granted for development of this site over 12 years ago, land adjacent to it 
has been identified as part of the new Caen Wetlands currently being progressed by Devon 
Wildlife Trust. Given the proximity of this wildlife site, it is even more important that statutory bodies 
ensure that the proposed development of 24 dwellings have minimum impact on the area and is 
sensitive to the known wildlife that use the Caen and Knowl water corridors. 
 
We ask that Natural England review and reconsider their position in respect of this application and 
also consider the associated application 72778 for variation of design.  
 
 
Love Braunton 
 
Cc Braunton Parish Council 
 Devon Wildlife Trust 
 Cllr D Spear 
  Cllr L Spear  
 North Devon Planning 


